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Web Site Is Back Up 

INSIDE  

THIS   

ISSUE  

March, 2010 

By Yvonne Peterson 

The Cook Family Organiza-

tion web site is back up and run-

ning with histories, genealogy 

information, family history ma-

terials and newsletters available 

Randy Cook, website man-

ager, reports not only is the web-

site up and running, the Organi-

zation also has a facebook page. 

The Website can be found at 

www.Cookfamily.org and the 

facebook page is http://

www.facebook.com/pages/

Layton-UT/Phineas-Wolcott-

Cook-Family-

Organization/228332509588 The 

website is full of genealogical 

information on Phineas Wolcott 

Cook and each of his 4 wives.  It 

includes the entire Phineas Wol-

cott Cook journal as well as his-

tories on several of his descen-

dants, 3 of his wives and some 

of his ancestors. 

Also included is the ap-

proved Family organization ged-

com which can be downloaded 

and used with the PAF program.  

The PAF program is available as 

a free download on the home 

page of the familysearch.org 

website. 

The website also makes it 

possible to order and pay for the 

materials available from the 

Cook Family organization 

Store.  Some of those materi-

als include the PWC Diary in 

Book form, a video of his life 

and four volumes of stories 

from his life.   

Genealogy information in 

the form of disks, pedigree 

books and charts are also 

available.  It is also possible to 

pay for these materials online 

through a paypal link. 

For those family members 

who wish to mail in their or-

ders instead, there is a print-

able order form available. 

The website has become 

easier to navigate.  Not only is 

there a link under “Histories” 

to access the life histories of 

PW Cook and his wives,  but 

simply clicking on their web-

site pictures will bring up the 

histories.  Three of the wives‟ 

histories are available.  The 

Johanna Poulson link is not 

yet operational. 

(Continued on page 2) 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

 There 

is an arti-

cle in the 

newsletter 

about the 

special 

guests at 

the 

COOK-O

-RAMA 

last fall.  

Jerold and 

JoAnn Ottley were our special 

guests, and the article provides 

detail of their three year mission 

in Hawaii at BYU Hawaii.  It is 

very interesting reading.  We 

plan to have a very interesting 

guest/s at the fall 2010 COOK-

O-RAMA, and we encourage 

you to plan to attend.  We will 

make it worthwhile for your 

time. 

 We have discussed in previ-

ous newsletters the desire to re-

ceive more E-Mail addresses as 

part of our plan eventually to 

send the newsletter to most 

members by E-Mail.  There is in 

the newsletter an interesting one

(Continued on page 7) 
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Using New Family Search 

The facebook page makes it 

possible for PW Cook descen-

dants to communicate with each 

other through posts submitted by 

“fans.” 

Finally, past issues of the 

Cook Family Newsletter are also 

available on the website.  Cur-

rently, issues from 2002 to the 

present are available.  As other 

issues become available, they, 

too will be posted on the web-

site. 

This website is one aspect of 

an effort by the Cook Family 

Organization to reach more of 

Phineas‟ descendants.  Eventu-

ally the newsletter will no longer 

be sent through the postal ser-

vice, but will be sent exclusively 

via email. 

For those family members who 

wish to be included in the mailing 

list for family posts and newsletters, 

please send your email address to 

Yvonne Peterson at ypeter-

son@broadweave.net, LaMar Day 

at lamarday@msn.com or Randy 

Cook at randycoder@gmail.com. 

By Glen McMillan 

 So you have heard about 

the new.familysearch.org pro-

gram which the church has 

recently released and you sign 

up, plug in a Cook name and 

low and behold, you find 

names of persons who have 

not had their temple work 

completed?  How can this be?  

Even though we were taught 

that this program searches all 

the databases in one step and 

is supposed to eliminate dupli-

cation, it is still possible to 

find names who appear to lack 

ordinances, but really the 

work has been done.   

 One way to check is to use 

the verified Cook Family CD.  

I will explain how this CD 

which can be purchased from 

the PWC store can be used.  

First of all, you must under-

stand that this is a GEDCOM 

file.  What is a gedcom file?  

It is basically a data disk that 

has to be loaded into the Per-

sonal Ancestral File program 

to be viewed. If you do not 

have PAF on your computer 

already, you would need to 

download this free program 

from the LDS.org website. 

 Now that you have PAF, 

insert the CD into your com-

puter disk drive and click 

RUN in the Windows menu.  

This brings up a box for a 

drive letter and a file name.  If 

you click browse, it will bring 

up the contents of the disk and 

which drive it is on, but you 

may need to click “all files” 

Parents and Grandparents 

 We need your help.  The P. 

W. Cook Family Org. is having 

a difficult time obtaining ad-

dresses (e-mail and/or postal) of 

your adult children.  Most of 

your children and grandchildren 

have e-mail addresses, however, 

we have only been able to ob-

tain about 300 of them.  Please 

send us the e-mail addresses of 

all your adult children and 

grandchildren.  You may think 

that they have been submitted..  

I checked the list and found that 

four of my immediate family e-

mail addresses were not in-

cluded.  Please send these ad-

dresses to: 

LaMar Day  

467 W 2400 S  

Bountiful, UT 84010 

under file types to see them.  

There are two files on this CD:  

the gedcom file and a Word 

Document file with instructions.  

If you double click on the ged-

com file, it will ask if you want 

to create a new PAF file.  I 

would check Yes.  It will auto-

matically load and put Phineas 

Wolcott Cook as the first  person 

on the pedigree chart. 

 You can now search for the 

persons you found in the 

new.familysearch.org and see the 

ordinance data here to see when 

the temple work was done. 

 William P. Cook, 81, and his 

wife Betty Lou, of Mesa, Wash-

ington, are preparing to serve 

their 3rd Family History Mission. 

We wish them well. 

PWC Web Site, 

Facebook Page, 

Online Now 

Never Too 

Old to Serve 

PWC Needs 

Parents and  

Grandparents 
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By Don Cook and Janet Porter 

 Now that most of us are able to view the New 

FamilySearch web site you may have some ques-

tions about what you see on the site and what you 

should do if you find what appears to be temple 

work that needs to be done for our P. W. Cook 

ancestors. This article is an attempt to describe 

guidelines to help you do research and temple 

work for these ancestors and at the same time help 

prevent duplications and proliferation of errors. 

 The work of the P.W. Cook family organiza-

tion is to identify his ancestors and see that the 

Temple work is completed for them. This includes 

the associated collateral persons. This does not 

include his descendents or the  ancestry of the 

four wives as these are the responsibility of each 

wife‟s family.  

 The temple work for Phineas and his ancestors 

has been completed for all that have been identi-

fied and approved by the family organization (in 

some cases many times). If in your research or 

search for ancestors in new FamilySearch to per-

form temple work you find any of the following: 

You feel you have identified new ancestors not 

currently in the pedigree 

Have new information on persons currently in 

the ancestral line  

Found in New FamilySearch what appears as 

“Ready” for an ancestor already identified 

Found what you may think are errors   

 Please do not perform the temple work until 

you have cleared it with the organization (contact 

Janet Porter). If you do you will almost certainly 

be duplicating. A common problem we have 

found in the new FamilySearch is that additional 

children have been added erroneously to a family 

and the program shows they need the temple work 

performed. If you do the work it will be a dupli-

cate or perhaps make a wrong family connection 

or be a fictitious person. 

 In the past few years much research and tem-

ple work has been done for descending lines of 

the Cook ancestors including the recently identi-

fied Porter family. All this work is documented on 

the family P.A.F. file available through the web-

site Cookfamily.org. You may wish to obtain the 

P.A.F. file so you can compare it to what you see 

on new Familysearch. You will probably be able 

to verify the temple work was previously done in 

just a few minutes. 

 Please observe the following guidelines before 

trying to do temple work for any individual in the 

Cook line: 

Obtain the Verified Cook P.A.F. file and com-

pare what you see on new FamilySearch  

with what has been verified in the Cook ge-

nealogy. If you find something which appears 

to be wrong, contact the family organization 

before making changes to new FamilySearch. 

Please do not place a dispute on any individual 

you think may be wrong. The family organiza-

tion can have that mistake corrected, but not if 

there is a dispute placed on it. If you have 

placed a dispute on anyone in the Cook fam-

ily, please remove it and contact Janet Porter. 

She may currently be trying to correct the mis-

take, but can‟t do it while your dispute is on it. 

If you don‟t have the family P.A.F. file, at least 

write down the name and PIN number of that 

individual and write or call Janet Porter. 

(Information at the bottom of this article.) 

After communicating with Janet, you will be 

advised either to continue with the temple 

submission or to ignore the signal to complete 

temple work. We have family members cur-

rently trying to correct problems with the ge-

nealogy which appears on new.familysearch 

and that problem will be corrected as soon as 

possible. 

 Thank you for helping us keep our genealogy 

correct. Many other family lines are being cor-

rupted by family members going online and add-

ing to or changing what long ago had been veri-

fied. Temple work is being done for non-existent 

people who appear in the family, complicating the 

process of correcting. We would hope that doesn‟t 

happen with our genealogy. It will take restraint 

(Continued on page 4) 

New FamilySearch and the PWC Family Organization 
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 Relating experiences during 

their service at BYU-Hawaii, 

Cook-O-Rama guest speakers-

Jerold and JoAnn Ottley pre-

sented an informative and de-

lightful fireside at the conclusion 

of the 2009 Cook-O-Rama held 

in October. 

 Other activities involved an 

officers and directors meeting, 

an Annual Organization meeting 

and a fun Soup and Salad Bar 

followed by visiting. 

 The concluding meeting, 

held in the Relief Society Room 

featured the special guests for 

the evening, Jerold and JoAnn 

Ottley (Gr. Gr. Granddaughter of 

Phineas & Ann Eliza Howland 

Cook).  They provided us with a 

delightful and informative eve-

ning.  Jerold was the Tabernacle 

Choir director for 25 years.  

JoAnn was the voice coach for 

the choir for 24 years. 

 The Ottleys were released 

about a year ago from a 3-year 

assignment on the faculty of 

BYU Hawaii.  It was not called a 

mission, but had most of the re-

quirements of a mission includ-

ing long hours, full time respon-

sibilities and regularly assigned 

extra duties.   

 JoAnn Ottley, an opera 

singer of international renown, 

sang two beautiful numbers ac-

companied by Marlene Day.  

Jerold and JoAnn Ottley then 

presented information and ex-

periences about their assign-

ment. 

 BYU Hawaii has 2,400 stu-

dents from 70 countries.  The 

Church plans to increase it to 

5,000 students.  Most of these 

students are there on scholar-

ships and are very intelligent 

and dedicated students, a ma-

jority coming from the Pacific 

Rim area which includes the 

islands of the Pacific and 

some of the Oriental coun-

tries.  Not all are LDS, but 

they are all exposed to the 

LDS environment at the Uni-

versity.  Many will become 

leaders in their homelands af-

ter they return. 

 The Ottleys explained the 

belief that students trained 

here who return to their Pa-

cific Rim countries will form 

the core of those opening up 

these countries to the Gospel. 

 JoAnn taught them to sing 

in several languages and ex-

pressed how interesting it was 

that some could adjust to other 

languages very well, while 

others would sing in the other 

languages but in their own 

dialect. While she was train-

ing them, they could do it 

well, but when they sang a 

solo or in a group, they would  

revert to their own dialect 

 Jerold established a choir. 

He taught the students how to 

develop their talents and how 

to use them when they return 

home 

 Jerold also told how the 

Ottley family had several mis-

sionaries go to New Zealand 

in the early years and helped 

to establish the church there. 

 Their presentation was 

followed by a question and 

answer period.  There were 

Oct 2009 Cook-O-Rama 
several present that had spent 

time in Hawaii in various posi-

tions and the interchange of 

questions and answers was 

most interesting. 

among all family members to 

keep our lines clean. 

 You may feel distressed, as 

we do, to see so many mistakes 

online in our genealogy. Since 

our family file is extremely well 

documented, we know what is 

correct. Seeing additional peo-

ple in the families when we 

know they don‟t belong there is 

frustrating. In some cases (such 

as PWC) there are so many sub-

mitters the file is currently too 

large to edit, so we‟ll have to be 

patient while the church works 

out the problem. 

 In the meantime, the family 

organization will work to cor-

rect the mistakes. This will take 

years. If you want the correct 

genealogy, order the CD from 

the family organization store. 

Look at the notes in each per-

son‟s file so you can appreciate 

the immense work previously 

done to make sure our geneal-

ogy is absolutely perfect. 

 Then wait for the mistakes 

to be corrected on new. 

familysearch.org. 

Janet Porter 

801-226-8094 

janetsp@hotmail.com 

(Continued from page 3) 

New Family 

Search 
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-paragraph article about this subject by LaMar 

Day, and we encourage you to read it. 

 Please read the article by Janet Porter, Gene-

alogist, “A Voyage to the „New‟ England” about 

Henry Cooke.  It is very interesting.  The draw-

ings by Jessica George, should generate an inter-

est to read the article by younger family members. 

 We recommend to your reading an article by 

Glen McMillan, VP of Genealogy, about the 

“new.familysearch.org” program.  There is infor-

mation that will be helpful to all interested in us-

ing the new program. 

 Janet Porter, Genealogist, par excellent, and 

Don Cook, a Director, combined to write an arti-

cle about following proper procedures as you be-

gin to work with the New Family Search program.  

The article provides excellent guides as you use 

the program. 

 If you have checked your incoming E-Mail 

(Continued from page 1) messages during the past 30 days, you will see a 

message informing all of us that the website is up 

and running again.  There is in the newsletter an 

article by Yvonne Peterson, our newsletter editor, 

about the website and the many uses of the web-

site by all family members. 

 We are pleased by the significant increase in 

dues received the past year.  It has given our bank 

account a nice increase, and the additional funds 

will enable use to do more research, expand the 

website, and consider other areas to pursue related 

to the family organization and our goals.  Thank 

you for your renewed efforts to pay annual dues. 

 We encourage you to review the order form 

on the last page of the newsletter and consider the 

purchase of various items to increase your knowl-

edge of the operation of the P.W. Cook Family 

Organization and enable us to prepare more publi-

cations for distribution. 

Guy Cook, President‟s Message Continued,  
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